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Governor Charlie Baker 
Massachusetts State House 
24 Beacon St.  
Room 280 
Boston, MA, 02133 
January 10, 2018 
 
Dear Governor Baker, 
 
The Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership (MAP) wants to thank you for supporting 
afterschool and summer learning in FY2018. With increased resources in the 
Afterschool and Out-of-School Time (ASOST) Quality grant (7061-9611) and the 
Childcare Rate Reserve (3000-1042), thousands of children and youth can access high 
quality educational enrichment. 
 

Students, families, and communities across the state rely on the ASOST grant for high 
quality afterschool programs. Research shows that these afterschool programs equip 
young people with the skills they need to succeed in school and in life while also helping 
to close the achievement gap. With over 11,500 students served, the ASOST-Q grant 
leads to academic and social and emotional gains in school and has helped prepare 
thousands more for success beyond the classroom.  
 
The last decade has seen the demand for afterschool and summer programs skyrocket. 
A statewide survey conducted in 2014 showed overwhelming support for publicly 
funded afterschool programs. 89% Massachusetts of parents support funding for 
afterschool programs. Over 360,000 Massachusetts children would participate in an 
afterschool program if one were available to them. Afterschool programs are no longer 
seen as just an option for kids. They are now seen as a critical piece of communities 
across the state that help young people learn and grow, and support working families. 
 
FY2019 is a critical time for afterschool and summer programs. Continued federal 
funding has been cast in doubt. National programs such as the 21st Century Community 
Learning Center grant, which serves nearly 20,000 children in Massachusetts, are at risk 
of being cut entirely.  
 
MAP urges you to fund the Afterschool and Out-of-School Time Quality Grant – line 
item 7061-9611 – at $5.5 million. With these resources, the grant will increase access 
to quality afterschool programs for thousands more low-income children and youth 
who are currently unserved. If you have further questions regarding this grant or about 
afterschool programs, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Ardith Wieworka, CEO 

http://www.massafterschool.org/

