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MAP Stimulus Package Conference Call Series

Minutes: Call 3
Friday, March 20, 2009 – 1-2PM
Minutes

· Introductions
· Current Projects/Initiatives

· Feedback to Commissioner Killins (EEC)
· MAP stimulus recommendations have been included in the Commissioner’s list of suggestions, and some have been categorized at level 1 – easiest to implement.

· Recommendations to EEC focus on the allocation of CCDBG funding and include:

1. Summer-only vouchers

2. Career development/professional opportunities

3. ASOST assessment standards

4. School-age credentialing

5. STEM pipeline pilot expansion

· Request to e-mail Commissioner Killins in support of MAP recommendations by Tuesday, March 24.

· Letter to Governor Patrick

· MAP has drafted a letter based on feedback and input from the field and from conference calls. This letter was sent out and reviewed during the call.
· The suggestions in this letter represent a combination of the budget/policy asks from Advocacy Day and the recommendations sent to Commissioner Killins.

· Changes and feedback include:

· Language regarding young adults versus older youth

· An emphasis on “statewide” expansion for the STEM project

· Continued support of the growth of the ASOST grant

· Policy Update
· Funds are beginning to flow into states. A timeline for selected funding allocation from the federal Department of Education has been released and can be found at http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/Policy%20and%20Action/EconRecovTimingDeptEd.pdf. 
· Workforce Investment Act funding will be distributed through regional workforce boards according to each region’s specific strategy. MAP will be in touch with these boards and will update with advocacy strategies. 
· Tentative Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education priorities for Title I funding have been released. These include:
· Coordination
· Professional Development
· Information/Data Compilation
MAP will continue to communicate with agencies and update the field on further developments and advocacy strategies.

· Field Requests for More Information

· MAP will develop a series of user-friendly, graphically-based documents regarding general information about the stimulus package. If anyone is interested in contributing, please contact Julie at jalbert@massafterschool.org. 
· MAP will gather additional information on the following areas:

· The impact of new funding on 21st Century Community Learning Centers

· ESE priorities for Title I funding
· More detailed information on the Workforce Investment Act (year-round versus summer-only funding) and how OST students can find jobs and OST programs can post jobs.

· Strategies on getting AMERICORPS members into programs.
Next Steps
· Upcoming - Review draft letter to Governor Patrick - MAP will be sending a draft letter to the Governor as well as local school districts for your review. We would appreciate your input, as well as your organization’s information if you would like to officially sign on to this letter.
· Review User-Friendly Series of Stimulus Documents – MAP will send draft versions of simplified stimulus package explanations & funding descriptions. Please review and send comments.
· Questions and concerns - Please continue to send your questions and concerns to jalbert@massafterschool.org. 
· The next Stimulus Package conference call is scheduled for Friday, April 10 from 1 – 2 PM.
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