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MAP Stimulus Package Conference Call Series

Minutes: Call 2

Friday, March 6, 2009 – 1-2PM
Minutes

· Introductions

· Current Projects/Initiatives

· Letter to Governor Patrick: MAP is working on a letter to the Governor regarding OST and the stimulus package. We will send a draft to this e-mail list for your review in the next few days.

· Local Letter Template: In the next few days, we will send a template of a letter to send to local school districts, superintendents and principals.

· Federal Priorities
· U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has expressed three main priorities for the $5 billion of federal funding allotted to the Incentive/Innovation grant in the State Stabilization Fund. These priorities are:
1. National/common standards
2. Teacher effectiveness
3. Community-building and Out-of-School Time
We are pleased that Secretary Duncan has selected OST as one of his top priorities, and are cautiously optimistic that this will prove to be beneficial for OST when ARRA funding is eventually distributed.

· National advocacy partners have suggested the following 6 areas as a potentially beneficial “menu” of options for OST in the ARRA:
1. Use new Title I funding to expand summer learning.
2. Use new Title I funding to expand OST programming in general.
3. Measure other performance indicators, in addition to academic performance.  
4. Research and utilize the $650 million allotment for Education and Technology.
5. Focus on assessment, particularly in gathering longitudinal data, improving overall assessment, and creating common standards.
6. Apply any discretionary funding (leftover funding in state stabilization fund, local discretionary funding in Title I) to summer learning.
· Field Requests for More Information
MAP will gather additional information on the following areas:

· Funding streams for older youth/teens, particularly 14-15 year olds who are looking for employment, immigrant teenagers with needs for additional ESL assistance
· The fluidity and creation of the Governor’s list of shovel-ready projects
· More details regarding school renovation and modernization
· Summer vouchers for older youth
Next Steps
· Review draft letters - MAP will be sending draft letters to the Governor as well as local school districts for your review. We would appreciate your input, as well as your organization’s information if you would like to officially sign on to this letter.
· Questions and concerns - Please continue to send your questions and concerns to jalbert@massafterschool.org. 
· The next Stimulus Package conference call is scheduled for Friday, March 20 from 1 – 2 PM.
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